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The Refugee Highway

Refugees are pouring into Europe by the thousands each year because of war, poverty, persecution, famine, and government instabilities.  Greece is one of the first countries the refugees come to, which has allowed Helping Hands in Athens to serve these refugees in their desperate situations for many years now.  In addition to ministering to the physical needs of refugees, Helping Hands also reaches out with the Gospel to meet spiritual needs.  One very strategic ministry in reaching refugees with the Gospel has been “The Nest.”  The Nest provides a temporary shelter for the physical protection and spiritual nourishment of homeless refugees.  This is not merely a matter of housing, but of creating a safe environment for new believers and spiritual seekers to become fully devoted followers of Jesus.


For the past couple of years The Nest has housed single men only, but with the changing demographics of refugees, the needs and ministry opportunities have changed.  Now more than in the past, there are families composed of women and children with no husband/father in the picture.  Whether the husband abandoned the family, died, or the women and children fled an abusive situation, there are a number of women and children without the protection of a male.  The streets are not safe yet many refugees have nowhere else to live.  This is an especially dangerous reality for families without a man there to protect them.  The Nest ministry is seeking to address this important need!

Recently we moved in our first family!  This woman has eight and ten year old boys, and twin fifteen month old girls.  Her husband left her, and she has been struggling to provide for her children.  She lived in a storage room on top of a roof for many months, and was getting more and more concerned because the weather was changing here.  She cried many thankful tears when we moved her in.  She has been very concerned for her children’s safety, and is grateful they have a safe place to sleep now.   The Nest will be more than just housing.  Helping Hands staff and volunteers will provide help with job searches, advocacy, networking, guidance on future plans, spiritual discipleship, and fellowship. 

We moved this family into a house the ministry has rented for many years, but the problems associated with this house are numerous.  The house is old, falling apart, and expensive to rent.  Helping Hands will keep the current house for the remainder of the year.  In 2010 we hope to have two smaller apartments, one for women and children and one for single men.  This means we will not be putting money towards a building that is falling apart, and it will probably still be cheaper having two apartments in another part of town than the house we currently have.


As with all other areas of ministry here, we cannot do this without you!  Will you prayerfully consider how God might want to use you in this ministry?  Here are some opportunities available for you to serve:
*Join us!  Is God calling you to come work amongst the refugees?  Volunteer your time by teaching Bible studies or language classes, organizing resources, fellowship with them over meals, or simply listening to their struggles.

*Pray!!  “I know that everything God does will endure forever.” Ecclesiastes 3:14a 

-Please pray for the staff and volunteers-that we would seek God’s guidance, move where He is moving, and reflect His character.

-Please pray for the refugees whose lives will be touched by this ministry.  Pray that they find God in the safety of The Nest, grow in His Word, and are eager to share with their fellow refugees.

-Please pray for all the other refugees we encounter each week.  The needs are overwhelming, but God’s knows them and is in control.  
*Give!  Your financial gifts are greatly appreciated and are needed for this ministry to continue.  It will cost approximately 1000 Euros a month to run a family nest.  If you, your church, or your small group is looking to partner with or “adopt” a ministry, would you consider The Nest?  You could adopt The Nest for a month each year.  That could entail setting aside time each day that month to pray specifically for The Nest, or to cover the rent or bills for that month.  You can give online at https://wwws.iteams.org/iteams/ (U.S. dollars only)- or simply send a check (payable to International Teams) to one of the addresses below- either way, simply indicate on a separate note that you desire your gift to go towards the ministry of “The Nest- Athens.” 
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As always, thank you for your prayers, support and encouragement!  Your partnership in this ministry is indispensable!
In Him,

Natasha Hayes















